Comparison of response to serotonin of radial artery grafts and internal mammary grafts to native coronary arteries and the effect of diltiazem.
We studied the response of radial artery (RA) or left internal mammary artery grafts to the intraluminal infusion of serotonin in 22 consecutive patients 1 year after the operation, subsequently evaluating the effect of diltiazem in 9 patients. Serotonin causes a significant vasoconstriction of the RA grafts, but not of the left internal mammary artery grafts, whereas oral diltiazem treatment does not prevent the effect of the higher dose of serotonin on RA grafts.